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How To Get People Interested In Your Band 

So a lot of people are wondering how to get people interested in your band. Sometimes it seems impossible, but truthfully, there is NO secret to it. Here's how you get it done.


1) Show Interest In Other Bands - It's just like in dating, if you want the person you're interested in to show interest in you, you'll have to listen to them and ask questions. Other bands will show you overwhelming support just by liking there page or dropping them a comment about a specific track of there's. Honestly as a musician, this can be doubly rewarding. This is a great way to meet like minded people from all over the world, find new music that inspires you and get your band some recognition. This may also open up opportunities like getting DJs to play your tracks or collaborating with an artist that is well off.


2) Develop A Huge Online Presence - This does not happen overnight. This takes months and years but this is a big part of the game now. If you're committed, you will have to learn how to do this. You can't just have a myspace page and a website with no traffic and expect people to listen to you. Nowadays, you need to be on multiple websites. If you said I could find your music on 10 different websites I would respond "that's it?". Don't close yourself off to just your town, your city or even your country. The United States is about 1/4th of the music world, so keep your eyes peeled for opportunities to promote yourself around the world. Get in a global mindset.


3) Make Your Band Stand Out - This requires some creativity on your part, as well as some honesty. You can't have a boring photo of 4 guys standing on the side of a building, or spread out on a train track. Do something outrageous, or eye catching instead. Original artwork is great for this. It's important to always have an outside perspective on your own image. Visit your pages like a skeptical music fan might. How do you look? Is there anything typical or off putting? If so, you have to change it immediately.


4) Live Show - More people have success selling their merch. and cd's at live shows than online. People are much more willing to part with a few dollars when they're slightly, to not so slightly inebriated and already spending money on shots. It also creates great local exposure. Don't underestimate the value of articles and reviews about your live show. Even the smallest newspaper clipping about your band looks great on a website. Don't ever perform without someone taking pictures or video taping the show. Videos are a must have for online marketing and what better way to show how awesome you are than to have a video proving it. On a side note: a bad video can do more damage than good. Remember, image is extremely important to your online presence.


5) Driving Online Traffic - Easier said than done, this is the most challenging task your band will face. There are many new and creative ways to draw online buyers and fans. One way is to create a blog about something else and feature your band with a widget. You can draw readers to your blog in several ways including online classified ads, publishing articles relating to your blog, and posting in forums similar to your blog. These all attract readers who happen to stumble upon your tune widget. Of course there's the social networks which are great for guilt tripping your great aunt who you haven't seen in years in to buying your album. That's great and all, but you don't want to get hung up on facebook all day trying to promote your album. I see tons of people doing this and it just annoys people. You have to target music buyers and people who are actually interested in your music. So stop bothering the same 579 people that you sort of know over and over again. They are tuning you out!


6) Be Realistic & Optimistic - You have to understand that there are zillions of bands. Seriously. If you don't know this than perhaps you are delusional, and unaware of the sheer masses of bands out there.  A lot of these bands are actually very good and are struggling too. The market is flooded and no one is buying Cd's anymore. Music has lost it's value, for the most part. I'm not saying this to be a hater or discourage anyone, I'm just being realistic. There is no such thing as "making it" anymore. That business model is long gone.


7) Stop With The Labels Already - If all you have is a 4 song demo that you are shopping around to labels, you are wasting your time. Instead, record an album. Then record another one, and another one. Start selling directly to your fans. Your time will be better spent this way. Also, there are a number of new and inventive ways for your band to make money and survive that have nothing to do with selling albums. Don't put yourself in the same box as everybody else and be creative with your brand. Today's musician has to be plugged in directly with their fans and sell whatever works without the help of a label. Besides, we don't need labels anymore. You can reach billions of people online with the right strategies. You'd be surprised how much less cynical the world is about music than the U.S.

8) Join (or start) a local indie music support group - in any moderate-large size metro area there are hundreds, maybe thousands of musicians trying to do exactly what you're doing. Getting together to share opportunities, plan gigs/showcases, trade skills ("I'll record you, you do graphic design for me"), collaborate or critique, etc. can be extremely rewarding. There is power in numbers - don't be an island. Meetup.com is a great place to start.

